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AMIB Makes Progress on Renovations at Howell West

A

s the photos on this page show,
progress on the Monmouth III
Project in Howell West is moving along. A 25x40 foot addition has
been completed. Interior and exterior
framing, roof and siding have also been
completed, and the electrical, heating
and air and plumbing are ready to be
started. The Tinton Falls/Shrewsbury
renovations have been delayed due to the
township variance required for converting the garage into livable space. All
have now been approved, and we are
looking forward to starting these renovations at the end of September.

From the President
Dear Friend, In this
edition of our Sight
From Within newsletter you will find:
• A progress report on
our $900,000
Monmouth III
Renovations Project
preparing our 13th
and 14th group homes
for those blind/visually impaired adults with multiple disabilities who are currently on our waiting list;
• A story about generous bequests from
Joseph Patrick “Pat” Donohue (2017)
and his wife “Patti” (2015), who were
good friends with my grandfather and
kindly remembered him from the early
days of AMIB’s founding. They are the
most recent members of our AMIB
Legacy Society, to whom we are
deeply grateful;
• A tribute to one of our amazing staff
members who has recently been promoted to program manager;
• Photographs of some summer activities
enjoyed by our group home residents.
Thank you to all of our donors, who
make all these good things happen at
AMIB.We ask for your continued support
for our Monmouth III project. We can’t do
it without you.
Please make sure to check out our
mobile friendly webpage at AMIB.net to
stay connected and updated with our activities in between our newsletters.
Kenneth P. Carson

From the Executive Director
Greetings: I hope this
finds you doing well.
While we are in the
midst of changing seasons from summer to
fall, AMIB is in the
midst of a major system change in how we
continue to support
people with visual
impairments and developmental disabilities. Previously AMIB contracted with the Department of Human
Services Division of Developmental
Disabilities, saving the state more than 50 per
cent when serving individuals in AMIB
group homes as opposed to state-run institutions.
Going forward, AMIB and other
providers of services will be using state and
federal dollar reimbursements more efficiently and effectively by billing Medicaid directly for 24/7 support services and billing a
combination of the State Housing/Federal
HUD Housing and individuals themselves
for room and board services. This has all
come about with the recently approved New
Jersey Medicaid Waiver, giving individuals
with disabilities more say in the services they
receive and more independent decision-making in how they choose to use their health
insurance and housing voucher eligibility.
AMIB is excited for the opportunities this
provides people with disabilities and looks
forward to supporting our current individuals
with the best vendors, physicians and medical equipment suppliers that meet their
needs at competitive prices. Aaron Soto

The

Legacy Society
We wish to acknowledge and thank the
following who have become
members of The Legacy Society
through a bequest or planned gift:
Janet Andruss *
David R. Bixel *
Elaine O. Behr *
Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.
Mary J. Carson *
Phil Cochran *
Albert R. Costa *
Joseph Patrick Donohue *
Patricia A. Donohue *
Viola Ellison *
Peter & Mildred Galanti *
Richard F. Harries &
Carol J. Harries
Austin * & Clara* Helle
Betty Wold Johnson
The Keith Wold Johnson
Charitable Trust
Robert Wood Johnson 1962
Charitable Trust
Kellogg Endowment Fund
Harold W. Korradi *
Mary Katherine Lightner *
George H. Love *
Lorraine McA. Love*

Giftback.com: Another Way to Give Back
Are you looking for a birthday, get-well, thank you, house warming, or
new baby gift to send to a friend, family member, employer or employee?
Then consider going to Giftback.com. The site offers a wealth of items—
from fresh flowers to fruit baskets to engraved items and electronics.
And better yet, after you have chosen your gift, you can select the
Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind as the charity of your choice,
and Giftback will donate 10 percent of the purchase price to us.

Muriel Martucci
David Mathey *
Daniel J. McCarthy
Patricia McKinley
William McKinley, III
Margaret J. McLean
Vera Monaghan *
Ann Pambello *
Edna Thorsen *

Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind is qualified by the IRS to receive contribu-

Polly Wilson *

tions which are deductible for federal income tax purposes. This charitable organization is
registered with the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey. Information may be
obtained by calling 973-504-6215. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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* deceased

AMIB Receives a Generous Bequest from Joseph “Pat” Donohue

J

oseph Patrick “Pat” Donohue and his
wife Patti both left generous bequests
to AMIB. Patti, who was featured in
our spring 2016 issue, died in 2009 at age
84 leaving a $47,354 bequest to AMIB.
Pat, who passed away in November 2013
at the age of 90, left a bequest of $83,691.
Pat was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, on St.
Patrick's Day 1923, graduated from the
University of Cincinnati with a degree in
chemical engineering, and served in the
Army Air Corps from 1942-1945. He married Patti on September 2, 1950. The couple had seven children (two sons and five
daughters), 13 grandchildren, ten great
grandchildren, four nephews and two
nieces.
Pat actively participated in raising and
supporting his children, as well as his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
He was also involved in church ministry,
raising awareness of and money for world
hunger organizations and homelessness
prevention. Pat helped raise over $1 million through 31 years of CROP Hunger
walks.
The Donohues and their children
moved East from Cincinnati, Ohio, to
Ramsey, NJ, in 1968. It was in New Jersey
that Pat first met AMIB’s vice president,
Kenneth J. Carson, Sr. The two men
worked together at Inmont, the nation’s
largest manufacturer of printing and packing inks and a producer of automotive finishes, and became close friends.
It was this friendship that prompted Pat
and his wife to leave generous legacies to
AMIB in their wills.
Their youngest son, Mike, executor of
his father’s will, is an accountant working
for AMC Networks. Now 51, he remembers his parents getting together with the
Carsons for dinner parties. His father frequently talked about his friend.
Pat traveled frequently but, when he
was home, he spent quality time with his
children. He taught them how to play
baseball, and, living in Ohio, took them to
Cincinnati Reds baseball games. As a
result, they all became Reds fans.
Mike says that his dad instilled his love
of baseball into all his children. He
coached both sons’ teams, and three of his
five daughters played softball in high
school. Pat took his children on family
vacations and to visit many fun places. He
shared his love of hiking with his children.

Mike remembers doing a lot of hiking
when he was growing up.
Pat retired in 1983, and Mike recalls his
father saying: “You can’t just retire from
something, you must retire to something.”
For the next 20 years in his retirement
that is just what Pat did. He began forming
local Hunger Walk programs, recruiting
church members and visiting high schools
to recruit students for the walks. The first
walk he organized was in Ramsey, followed by one in the Toms River-Bayville

area, then one in Point Pleasant near
where his daughter Debbie lived.
When the couple moved to Florida, Pat
started a Hunger Walk in the Fort Pierce
beach area. His children participated in as
many of the walks as possible.
AMIB is grateful to the Donohues for
their generous bequests. We are also
thankful to all The Legacy Society members whose gifts do so much to provide
opportunities for our residents to live as
independently as possible.

In his later years, Pat Donohue (center) organized family reunions at the homes of
his children. The last one was just before his death in 2013 when about 50 family
members attended.

A Bequest to the AMIB Endowment Fund
A tax-deductible bequest in your will is an excellent way to become a member of The
Legacy Society and make a significant gift that may not be possible during a lifetime.
If you have an up-to-date will and want to include a provision to provide permanent
assurance of the future for AMIB residents, ask your attorney to add an amendment,
known as a codicil. Suggested wording for a will or codicil could be:
“I give and bequeath to the AMIB Endowment Fund, 35 Beaverson Boulevard, Suite
13, Brick, New Jersey 08723-7812, the sum of $_____________________________ (or
________ percent of my estate) and/or the following property__________________
____________________________________________.”
Some other opportunities to make a planned gift to AMIB’s Endowment Fund and
become a member of The Legacy Society include: creating a charitable remainder trust;
donating a paid-up insurance policy; and arranging for a gift of appreciated long-term
capital gain securities or real estate.
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Scenes from AMIB’s

Annual Picnic

Friday, June 9, 2017
at Veterans’ Park Pavilion, Bayville, NJ
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1. Alf Johnsen, Andrea of the Bayville group home and her
sister Lillian Johnsen.
2. North Dover resident Paul with Lanoka Harbor staff substitute Christine.
3. Director of Services Luciano Orsini with Bayville resident
Dawn.
4. Joan Welsh with her son Timothy, who will be moving into
one of the two new group homes when they are completed.
5. From left: John of the North Dover home with AMIB
Administrative Assistant Norma Cocuzza and North Dover
Relief Manager Beth Ann Smith.
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6. Wall Township resident Troy dances with Program Manager Stacey
Schultz.
7. Wall Township resident Christopher enjoys a hot dog at the picnic.
8. Greg of the North Dover home tests out his hula hoop.
9. From left: Tommy, Greg, Chris and Program Manager Jacinda
Grossman enjoy the swings at the picnic.
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North Dover Residents Enjoy Annual Camping Trip
to Timberland Lake Campground

O

n August 31, residents of the
North Dover group home enjoyed
their annual camping trip to
Timberland Lake Campground, a 54-acre
campground outside of Jackson, NJ.
Camping has become a tradition at North
Dover, and this was the 5th year that the
residents have been to this campground.
This was a one-day trip, and the weather
couldn’t have been better for a day of
swimming, hayrides, picnics, and arts and
crafts projects, miniature golf, and of

course, cooking dinner and s’mores over a
campfire.
Tommy, Paul and Greg enjoyed a picnic lunch under the trees, then headed to
the Olympic-sized pool for a swim. Greg
and Paul always enjoy swimming here
even though they have their own pool at
North Dover.
The campground is equipped with a
handicapped accessible lift for those who
need it. Greg said, “I love doing laps in
the BIG pool.”
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Paul preferred to lounge on an inner
tube in the pool and take in some sun and
fresh air. While Paul and Greg spent time
in the pool, Tommy played miniature
golf.
After an afternoon of swimming and
relaxing by the pool, it was time to set up
camp for the evening. The campground
generously donated the firewood and
AMIB staff started the campfire.
After a snack, everyone enjoyed a
hayride with Buddy Bear. The hayride
took them around the scenic lake and the
grounds of the campground.
Prepared with roasting sticks and all
the fixings, John, Greg, Paul, Chris, and
Tommy were assisted in cooking their hot
dogs over the open fire.
When it started getting dark, the group
sat around the campfire and played word
games and sang songs.
Then it was s'mores time! The campers
roasted their marshmallows, and staff
helped them make the most delicious
s’mores they had ever tasted.
When Tommy was asked what his
favorite part of camping was, he said
“making my own s’mores.”
Paul said that next year, he hopes that
some of his friends from other AMIB
group homes will join them for another
great day of camping.

Out and About in
the Neighborhood
Right: Wall
Township group
home resident Troy
tests his bowling
skills at the Sea Girt
Bowling Lanes.
Far right: North
Dover group home
resident Chris enjoys
an ice cream break
during a hot summer
day outing.

In Recognition of Jacinda Grossman:
A Special Program Manager who Helps Make Dreams Come True

I

n the spring of 2009, Jacinda
Grossman started direct care at AMIB,
splitting her time between AMIB’s
third and fourth homes. She dedicated herself to becoming the best at her role and
quickly succeeded.
Jacinda rapidly built a reputation
throughout the agency as reliable, genuine
and willing to learn. She came to assist
residents at ten of the 12 group homes,
getting to know their preferences and how
to best help them.
She not only performed her required
duties but made an effort to form positive
and enriching relationships with residents.
In sum, she became a role model for residential specialists.
In May 2016, seven years after she had
started work at AMIB, Jacinda was
offered and acccepted the position of
Program Manager of the Vincent Martucci
home in North Dover.
Jacinda’s relationship with residents
helps to make their dreams come true as
she finds new ways to explore their interests and encourages her team to do so. She
takes pride in the traditions that she helped
to establish including an annual camping
trip and holiday cookie swap parties. .

In the kitchen of the North Dover home, Jacinda prepares to make a batch of cookies
for the residents’ cookie swap.
In her role as Program Manager,
Jacinda has continued to exceed expectations while still prioritizing her role in residents’ lives. The positive, can-do attitude
that exists in her program permeates her
approach.
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Her efforts and professionalism have
been noted by agency personnel, outside
vendors and regulatory bodies.
At AMIB, we are lucky to have people
like Jacinda Grossman, who not only want
but expect dreams to come true.
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AMIB Receives
$10,000 Check
from OceanFirst
Foundation
Executive Director of
the OceanFirst
Foundation Katherine
B. Durante makes a
personal visit to AMIB
on July 13. She presents Executive
Director Aaron Soto
with a $10,000 grant to
put towards the
Monmouth III renovations costs of $900,000.
Renovations at the two
new group homes in
Howell and Tinton
Falls are currently
underway.

