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AMIB to Purchase Two New Properties in Monmouth
Earlier this year, the state of New Jersey
announced that in 2012 it hopes to close the Vineland Developmental Center. The Center currently
houses 380 developmentally disabled individuals
who require services around the clock. The state will
then transfer financial support for these individuals
to community-based group houses such as those run
by AMIB.

In an effort to offer appropriate homes for some
of these individuals, AMIB is purchasing two new
residences both in Monmouth County. One is located in Freehold Township (above). The other is in
Wall Township (right). Both of these homes will be
renovated to include accessible, barrier-free accommodation, and each will include four bedrooms, one
for each resident.

AMIB Elects New Officers

At AMIB’s board of trustees meeting in May 2011, Kenneth
J.Carson, Jr., (left) stepped down as president. His son, Ken P.
Carson (right), was elected president. Edward M. Gillespie (second
from right) was re-elected treasurer. Colleen Healey (seated left)
now serves as secretary; Lillian Johnsen (seated right) was elected
vice president. Executive Director Aaron Soto, (standing, second
from left), congratulates the new officers.

At their board meeting in May, AMIB trustees
elected a new slate of officers. Long-time president
Kenneth J. Carson, Jr., who took over from Polly
Wilson in 1992, stepped down as president but will
continue to serve on the board. His son, Ken P.
Carson, who joined the board in 2002, was elected
president. Lillian Johnsen now serves as vice president, and Colleen Healey as secretary. Edward
Gillespie continues as treasurer.
Ken P. Carson follows in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather in his interest in helping to
secure the future for those with visual impairment
and developmental disabilities. His aunt, Mary
Carol, who passed away in December 2009, was a
resident of the Bayville home for 27 years. Ken P.
is currently senior vice president of IT By Design
in Iselin, where he supervises a team of over 40
technical staff in NY, NJ and India. He lives in
Milltown, NJ, with his wife Jennifer and son Sean
Kenneth.

From the President

From the Director

Dear Friend:
It is an honor for me
to accept the role as
president of AMIB,
an organization
whose founders
included my grandparents, Kenneth
Carson, Sr., and his
wife, Mary.
Being given this
opportunity to carry on the family tradition of support that helped my aunt,
Mary Carol, live productively during
her lifetime is especially meaningful
for me.
Although she passed away in
December 2009, our family still has that
desire to give back to AMIB for the
many years she lived in her group home.
We want to help others like her be able
to live as independently as she did.
During my father’s term as president,
we saw this organization grow by leaps
and bounds — from two to eight group
homes plus special day programs and a
respite program.
As he hands the gavel on to me, we
are embarking on a three-year plan that
he and the board developed with our
executive director.
A major goal of that plan calls for
developing four new group homes within
the next five years for the severely
visually impaired/developmentally
disabled population who currently reside
in state institutions. We will begin implementing that plan shortly.
My ten years serving on this board
have given me some insight into the
leadership of our executive director and
board members and the devoted staff
members who care for our residents.
I am proud to have the opportunity to
step up to the duties I have been asked to
take on. With the support of you, our
friends and donors, and the board, we
look forward to helping improve the
quality of life of as many blind/visually
impaired developmentally disabled NJ
individuals as possible.
Ken P. Carson

Exciting times are
ahead at AMIB.
This past May, the
State of New Jersey
announced a blueprint for the closure
of the Vineland
Developmental
Center by June 30,
2013. While the
Governor and
Senate continue to refine its implementation, this initiative will give the 380
residents of this center the opportunity to
choose how and with whom they would
like to live in the community. It will
transfer financial support for individuals
requiring 24/7 services from an institutional setting to community-based
settings such as those run by AMIB.
Without hesitation, AMIB has already
applied and has been approved to be a
qualified housing provider for these individuals. AMIB will soon close on two
new properties— one in the Township of
Wall and the other in Freehold Township. This will expand our presence even
further into Monmouth County. Both of
these new homes will be transformed to
include four bedrooms (one for each
adult) and accessibility design that will
eliminate environmental barriers regardless of residents’ physical disabilities.
In addition to the expansion of our
group homes, because we have outgrown
our main headquarters, we must relocate.
Fortunately we have connected with a
local landlord who is willing to “build out”
to AMIB’s specifications the majority of
our office needs in a conveniently located
office park within Brick, only three miles
away from our current location.
Your donations for the purchase and
renovations of our two new group homes
are deeply appreciated. They help provide developmentally disabled individuals, who have been unnecessarily institutionalized, with the opportunity to live in
our communities while receiving the
necessary care and medical support
AMIB provides.
Aaron Soto

Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind is qualified by the IRS to receive contributions
which are deductible for federal income tax purposes. This charitable organization is registered with the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey. Information may be obtained by
calling 973-504-6215. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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The

Legacy Society
We wish to acknowledge and thank the
following who have become
members of The Legacy Society
through a bequest or planned gift:
Janet Andruss *
David R. Bixel *
Elaine O. Behr *
Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.
Mary J. Carson
Phil Cochran *
Albert R. Costa *
Viola Ellison *
Peter & Mildred Galanti *
Richard F. Harries &
Carol J. Harries
Austin & Clara Helle
Betty Wold Johnson
The Keith Wold Johnson
Charitable Trust
Robert Wood Johnson 1962
Charitable Trust
Kellogg Endowment Fund
Harold W. Korradi *
Mary Katherine Lightner *
Muriel Martucci
David Mathey *
Daniel J. McCarthy
Patricia McKinley
William McKinley, III
Margaret J. McLean
Vera Monaghan *
Ann Pambello
Edna Thorsen *
Polly Wilson *
* deceased

Apologies and Thanks
AMIB wishes to thank Cheryl Helle
and Don Jones for their generous donation to the Annual Fund. We regret and
apologize that their names were inadvertently omitted from our spring
Newsletter.

Meet Bernadette Feterick
AMIB’s Nurse Case Manager

N

urse Case Manager Bernadette
Feterick is a recent and welcome
addition to AMIB’s staff. She is
a great support to our program managers,
residential staff and the families of our
residents. She serves the most medically
involved residents, and her dedication
for them is unsurpassed.
Bernadette has 15 years of experience
as a Licensed Practical Nurse with the
developmental population. She helped
with the transition of individuals from
developmental centers into our Pine
Beach programs last year. Before their
move into their new community home,
Bernadette visited each developmental
center. She reviewed individuals’medical

charts thoroughly prior to their discharge
to ensure their medical needs were met.
At this time, Bernadette advocated for
one of the individuals to have muchneeded surgery to improve her quality of
life. That resident now lives in our home
without complications or medical concerns.
Bernadette interacts with each resident and provides care on a daily basis.
She accompanies individuals on medical
appointments and advocates strongly and
effectively for them to ensure they
receive the best quality of service needed
to meet their fragile medical needs.
Bernadette also visits residents when
they are admitted to the hospital and

helps them with
feeding, grooming,
toileting and companionship.
She has a professional rapport
with medical staff
and doctors in
local hospitals and
doctors’ offices.
This rapport benefits our individuals
during their medical appointments by
providing a more immediate outcome of
service. She also helps residents who are
unable to speak for themselves at the
hospital to ensure all necessary tests are
completed prior to their discharge.
AMIB feels blessed to have as caring
and dedicated a nurse case manager as
Bernadette as part of our team.

Jorge Celebrates One Year with AMIB
On September 15,
2010, Brick group
home residents
welcomed their
fifth housemate,
Jorge Morales. At
25, Jorge is a
non-verbal individual with
autism. He is
visually impaired,
but able to ambulate in his new home
independently.
Jorge came to AMIB from the New
Lisbon Developmental Center where
he lived for only a few months after his
elderly father, as a single parent, was
no longer able to take care of him.
In the beginning, Jorge’s transition
into his new home was challenging.
He struggled to become familiar with
his new surroundings, his housemates,
and staff members.
At first there were many things
Jorge could not do for himself. He
needed complete assistance with his
hygiene needs including toileting,
showering and dressing. Today he has
improved considerably.
He can now undress and dress himself independently and assist staff with
his showering needs. He often takes
the initiative of walking to the bathroom on his own.

Jorge’s weight has always been a
struggle for him. When he moved into
the New Lisbon Developmental
Center, he weighed close to 250
pounds and was considered diabetic.
Prior to moving into AMIB, Jorge
lost close to 70 pounds, which drastically improved his health. Over the
past year, Jorge has managed to keep
off the weight he lost and even lost a
few additional pounds.
Jorge is much happier being able to
move around more freely than in the
past.
Recently, Jorge’s doctor’s determined that he no longer required the
medication previously needed to treat
his diabetes.
Jorge has blossomed in his new
home and shows his excitement and
joy by smiling, laughing and clapping.
One of his favorite activities is to go
for long walks around the neighborhood.
He loves to breathe in the fresh air
and feel and hear the breeze in the
trees and sky.
AMIB staff members have also discovered that Jorge enjoys swimming.
He dives right into the pool and dunks
his head under the water.
In the community, he enjoys experiencing new environments and touching
different things around him.
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The people of AMIB are very
pleased with the progress Jorge has
made since coming to AMIB.
We all look forward to seeing him
progress even more as the years go on.

Preparing to Move
AMIB has outgrown its main headquarters on Cedar Bridge Avenue in
Brick, and is preparing to move to new
space in an office park three miles
away. The landlord is currently readying the offices for AMIB’s expanded
staff. The photo above shows the new
entrance and future conference room.
More information about our move will
be forthcoming shortly.

Scenes from our

Annual Cochran Picnic
Friday, June 10, 2011
Veterans Park Pavilion
Bayville
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1. Residential Specialist Liz Duckworth
and Brian (Bayville)
2. Muriel Martucci and son Paul
(North Dover)
3. Francis Levitz, Susan and Sharon
Levitz (Bayville)
4. Geraldine Bilotti and Janet
(Pine Beach)
5. Clara Helle and her daughter
Andrea (Bayville)

6. Tara Nascimento and
Arthur (Bayville)
7. Rita, Mary and Charlene
Monath (Lanoka Harbor)
8. Artie and Amy (Bayville)
9. Eugene (Brick)
10. Jorge (Brick)
11. Linda (Pine Beach)
12. Stephen (Pine Beach)
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade

O

n March 12, 2011, Thomas,
Christopher, and John from the
North Dover group home and
Jorge and Margaret from the Brick home
attended the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in
Seaside, NJ. All had a wonderful time,
even John, who normally explains that
parades “aren’t his thing.”
The group arrived in Seaside before
the parade started, just in time for lunch!
They each had pizza and soda from a
local pizzeria before taking a stroll along
the boardwalk. The four enjoyed listening to all the activities happening around

them. Tommy was a great help and
encouraged all residents to stay close to
the staff to make sure they were safe.
John walked around, introducing himself to the people alongside him.
Christopher held the staff member’s hand
and walked along with everyone else
with a big smile on his face!
When the parade began, one could see
the excitement on their faces. John and
Tommy clapped as the parade went by,
commenting on all the different floats
and outfits. Much to the surprise of the
staff, Christopher pushed his way up to

the front to see the festivities a little
clearer!
This was by far one of the most enjoyable afternoons the four had experienced
— one that will be remembered for a lifetime!
Above left: John, Margaret, Jorge and
Thomas enjoy a stroll along the boardwalk.
Above: Christopher gets a front row
view of the fife and drums players
marching in the parade.

Making the Most of the Last
Lazy, Hazy Days of Summer
Residents of the Bayville home are especially lucky to have a
beautiful in-ground swimming pool in their back yard, where
they can relax and battle the heat on the long summer days!
All the residents make great use of the pool, but no one
enjoys it quite as much as Andrea (left)! She spends hours floating on a raft, enjoying the water. She finds it relaxing and likes
to jump in at every opportunity!
Barbara also enjoys the pool. She has a collection of rafts and
tubes which she gladly shares with her housemates as well as
residents from other AMIB homes, who come over to spend the
afternoon by the pool and enjoy a
barbeque.
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and Other Fun Outings

T

he residents of AMIB’s Howell group
home enjoyed many community activities and outings this year. They visited
the playground at the Howell park, the local
food store, the Popcorn Zoo, the local library
and the Rainforest Café. AMIB staff members
made sure the outings were full of activities that
the residents could enjoy.
All went to visit the Rainforest Café in
Edison, where they enjoyed the sounds of rain,
the animal noises and the lively atmosphere of
the restaurant, where they had lunch.
Brenda is shown above listening to the
sounds of a water fountain.
Janis had a great time at the playground in
the Howell Park, making sure to slide on the
sliding board and have fun playing catch with
her yellow ball.
Linda took a trip to the food store, where she
especially liked pushing the cart! She and
Brenda also visited the local library, where they
put together puzzles, listened to movies and
attended story time.
Mary’s favorite outing was to Popcorn Park
Zoo, where she got to enjoy the sounds of the
animals! She spent some time with the peacocks, and made sure to talk to the horses.
More trips await them in the coming months.

1. Brenda enjoys the sound of the waterfall at the Rainforest in Edison.
2. She is joined by a Howell staff member.
3. Mary spends time with the peacocks at the Popcorn Park Zoo.
4. She also makes sure she has time to talk to the horses at the zoo.
5. Linda takes a trip to the food store, where she especially likes
pushing the cart.
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Members of AMIB’s Dream Weavers Group Help Weave Dreams for Others
Members of AMIB’s self-advocacy
group, Dream Weavers, not only speak
up for themselves to help make a difference in their own lives, they also try to
help make a difference in the lives of
others. In April, the group put together
an Easter basket, which they donated to
the Harbor House, a safe haven for
young people in Toms River.
Each member bought and donated
five items for the basket and, as a team,
helped to put it together.
The result was a beautiful basket
filled with candy, bath and body products and stationery.
Dream Weaver Jody and staff member Peggy Sherman delivered the basket
to the people at Harbor House, who were
all very appreciative of the donation.
The experience was also fun and
rewarding for the Dream Weavers who
had put it together.

AMIB’s Dream Weavers admire the Easter basket they assembled for the young people
of Harbor House in Toms River. They are, from left: Margaret, Mary, Billy, Eugene,
Melvin, Jody, Barbara, Amy and Darla.

