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“Look for the Silver Lining”
COVID 19 has affected us all in so many different ways.
AMIB is no exception. The metaphor “Always Look for the
Silver Lining” is the way we liken our experience during the
first six months of 2020. The message conveys the thought
that behind every dark cloud, the sun is shining, giving us
a sign of hope…reminding us to keep on trying to find the
bright prospect resulting from a gloomy situation that can
lead us to better days ahead.

Every cloud urges us
to never feel hopeless
because of challenging
times like this and
the silver lining has
shown us that: every
bad situation has some
good aspects to it, such
as encouragement to
From March through June, 2020
those who are overcome
• AMIB had 8 positive cases in our group-homes residents,
by some difficulty to
all have since recovered
find a way forward.
• AMIB had 17 positive cases amongst staff and
We see the rewards of
43 additional quarantines/covid concerns
dedicated service and
compassionate care and
• I ndividuals Day Programs and access to Community
the gratitude we feel
suspended/Stay at Home Order
•S
 ick individuals were bedroom isolated until healthy, and that the sun has broken
through the cloud and
a number of individuals were quarantined in their room
fortunately all that
to avoid contact with others
contracted the virus are
•S
 ocial distance separation of our residents, including
well at this time.
meals either one at a time in the dining room or in their
bedroom, as opposed to their familiar family-style meals We know we cannot be complacent, however, as the threat of
this highly contagious virus remains, so we have developed
•H
 iring and training of additional staff to replace those
a $100,000 budget and a plan to maintain the replacement
who acquired the virus
of personal protective equipment (masks/gloves) needed
•U
 nanticipated $90,000+ costs incurred to purchase PPE
by staff, as well as cleaning supplies and disinfectants to
(Personal Protective Equipment), such as: Facemasks,
maintain sanitation of all group homes, surfaces and hands,
gloves, gowns, thermometers, hand sanitizers, etc.
to be prepared should we be hit with another wave.

From the President

Dear Friend:

Throughout the
past coronavirus
months, we’ve all
been looking for
the silver lining
and are relieved
with the hope and
gratitude, it ended
up giving us. The
hope has blessed us with getting through
this time with recovery of all our residents
and staff members and gratitude to their
caregivers who were the staff that stood
with and by our residents day and night as a
good friend or family member would do.
Through their demanding challenges,
attention to detail, support for our residents,
shelter at home requirement, social
distancing practices, and dealing with
both residents and staff who acquired the

virus, Aaron and his staff have done an
outstanding job in addressing the crisis.

In attempting to show our appreciation and
gratitude to them all, I encourage you to
read the poem in this newsletter edition that
expresses many parallels of the gratitude we
feel for our devoted staff.
Speaking of gratitude, I refer you to page
3 of this newsletter to read the story about
Ethel Tolen who left a generous bequest to
AMIB which we learned of in the midst of
the pandemic and are most grateful.
Thank you to all of you who have
supported AMIB in the past and continue
to generously lend us financial and moral
support which are needed even more at
this time toward the cost of renovating
two homes ($908,030) and the COVID 19
Emergency Fund ($100,000).

You are appreciated. – Kenneth P. Carson

Legacy Society
We wish to acknowledge and thank the
following who have become members of
The Legacy Society through a bequest or
planned gift:
Janet Andruss*

David R. Bixel*

Elaine O. Behr*

Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.
Mary J. Carson*
Phil Cochran*

Albert R. Costa*

Joseph “Pat” Donohue*

From the Executive Director

Patricia A. Donohue*

Greetings. I hope this finds you well.

The year 2020 has challenged us all, 13 out of AMIB 15 locations,
which includes our Main Office, have had staff affected by the
virus (60, 1/3 of total staff), but only 8 out of the 66 individual
residents served have been affected and AMIB is grateful that
all our group-home residents and staff, who contracted the
coronavirus, have recovered. Throughout the initial lockdown
and shelter-in-place to now, a slightly relaxed stay-at-home
guidance from the Department of Health, the AMIB family of
individuals and staff have maintained a positive attitude towards
the situation and each other. Within the past few weeks, outdoor visitation by family
members has been introduced and allowed following the CDC recommendations of social
distancing, wearing a facemask, and hand sanitation.
Health professionals warn of a second-generation virus that might be on its way. Therefore,
we continue to perform our due diligence and follow the state and federal healthcare
recommendations for our residents, as their safety is first and foremost. We have developed
a plan and budget to maintain best practices and are prepared should there be a next event.
The figures below, as of July 15th, reflected:

NJ individuals with developmental disabilities:
AMIB
Other Agencies
Positive Cases
8
893
Deceased
0
144

The

Viola Ellison*

Peter & Mildred Galanti*

Richard F. Harries & Carol J. Harries
Austin* & Clara* Helle
Lillian Johnsen

Betty Wold Johnson

The Keith Wold Johnson
Charitable Trust

Robert Wood Johnson 1962
Charitable Trust
Kellogg Endowment Fund
Harold W. Korradi*

Mary Katherine Lightner*
George H. Love*

Lorraine McA Love*
State Developmental Center
418
33

During the worst of this pandemic, we experienced the bravery and dedication of select
staff who moved into affected group homes to provide our group-home residents with
24/hour compassionate care for two full weeks. Our thanks to those who provided that
daily glimmer of hope – The Silver Lining – through the darkest days the virus caused.
– Aaron Soto

Giftback.com: Another Way to Give Back
Are you looking for a birthday, get-well, thank you, house warming, or new baby gift
to send to a friend, family member, employer or employee? Then consider going to
Giftback.com. The site offers a wealth of items—from fresh flowers to fruit baskets to
engraved items and electronics. And better yet, after you have chosen your gift, you can
select the Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind as the charity of your choice,
and Giftback will donate 10 percent of the purchase price to us.
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Muriel Martucci
David Mathey*

Daniel J. McCarthy*
Patricia McKinley

William McKinley, III
Margaret J. McLean
Vera Monaghan*
Ann Pambello*
Edna Thorsen*
Ethel Tolen*

Polly Wilson*
* deceased

Ethel Tolen Leaves Generous Bequest to AMIB
(Our thanks to Shelly Vosper, who was a lifelong friend of Ethel’s, for her contributions to this article. Shelly’s father and Ethel’s husband
had been friends since their grammar school days resulting in strong family ties.)
Ethel Tolen was born October 1, 1918 in Nutley NJ, a few weeks
before WWI came to an end and two years before women won
the right to vote. Ethel’s father Harry Wilkens, who married her
mother Elizabeth Goehler, worked in sales for Sturtevant Mill,
a major company that first produced machinery for agricultural
fertilizer processing and later developed the first automatic
transmission.

dogs and the snow which
she described as “frozen
sunshine”.

As an only child, Ethel lived with her parents, paternal
grandparents and great-aunt. “I always had five adults looking at
me, and I could never get away with anything,” she recalled. Her
Grandmother, Louise Schmidt was born in Stuttgart, and spoke
German at home with her sister. Grandfather John Wilkens was
of English descent and worked as a machinist for Watts-Campbell
Company in Newark which made steam engines and machinery for
Ballantine Brewery and Campbell Soup.
Growing up as an only child of German/English parents in Kearny
on Brookline Avenue when it was still a dirt road, Ethel told her
friend “we played hopscotch, kick the can, and always had dirty
knees. Nobody was ever indoors.” Her mother preferred calling
her “Dolly” and was somewhat dismayed to discover that her
daughter excelled at sports. “I was a tomboy,” Ethel explained,
and she wanted me to be a lady. Ethel was: an outstanding
student through primary and high school; a gymnast; loved to
play baseball; and enjoyed dancing in the big band era. One
of her favorite hobbies was bowling at which she became a
champion. After graduating from Nutley High School, she worked
at Prudential in
Newark, NJ.
Ethel met her
husband, Robert
Tolen, on a
Prudential skiing
trip in the Catskills.
(skiing became a
life-long passion for
Ethel who hit the
slopes until the age
of 80.) They were
married in 1952 and moved into a simple, one-bedroom house in
Kearny where actually Ethel lived for the rest of her life. Ethel then
became a financial auditor with the Kremins Jewelry Company.
Her friend, Shelly, said that at the age of 90, Ethel could still add
up a long column of double digits in her head, and she never saw
her use a calculator.
Around this time, the Tolens partnered with Marge and Jack
Vosper (Bob Tolen’s friend from childhood), to purchase woodland
property in Sussex County. Fox Farm, named by previous owner
who raised silver fox, included an old single-story structure, once
a bunk house used by farm hands, that had been built on an idyllic
spot next to Trout Brook, a pristine stream. Together the Tolens
and Vospers built the structure into a two-story house which they
shared for summer retreats. The Tolens spent every summer
weekend there in the country. Their winter vacations were spent
skiing in Switzerland, Colorado and Vermont. Ethel loved nature,

The Tolens had no
children but the Vospers
had three children,
the youngest of which
was Michelle “Shelly”
Vosper, who grew up
being close to Ethel a
relationship more like
a family relative, as
the two families were
together so frequently.
“Ethel was an unusually
thoughtful and caring
person” Shelly recalled.
She always remembered birthdays and special occasions with
meaningful Hallmark cards, underlining certain lines in the
message to show she really meant it.
“Ethel did not talk much, but she was the “World’s Greatest
Listener” who gave her full attention to others. “I think she knew
a lot more about others than they knew about her” Shelly said.
She also helped many people in need, both financially, and also
by spending plenty of time to help. Time is a really valuable
possession that few of us really want to give up for others, but
Ethel had plenty to go around.”
In 1987, Ethel lost her husband and ski partner to cancer. Bob and
Ethel had constantly worked hard over the years to maintain the
farm, cutting brush, splitting logs, repairing roof, etc. After Bob’s
passing, Ethel found herself in the lonely position of taking on all
the responsibilities of the farm by herself. Ethel actually became
a legend in the area for her physical strength. Up until the age of
85, she continued to mow the steep lawn around the house with a
motorized hand-mower.
After Bob’s death, Ethel was befriended by a Kearny neighbor,
Alice Majkowski, who was also a widow and whose family
welcomed her into their family as their “Aunt Dolly. The two
became close friends and intrepid world travelers.
Ethel passed away
in her home at
the age of 98 on
December 6, 2016.
AMIB recently
learned it became
the beneficiary of a
$246,350 bequest
from Ethel Tolen,
for which we are
grateful and want
to share her story.
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Ethel on porch with Shelly Vosper and her
son, Pierce, in 1999.

In gratitude we recognize 2019 donors...

In gratitude we recognize 2019 donors to the AMIB Annual Fund and Year-End Appeal and the
AMIB Endowment Fund, Inc. All of you have helped to make a difference in what we have been able
to accomplish in our group homes and in the lives of our residents.
AMIB Annual Fund
Sandeep Akula		
Amazon Smile		
Ms. Queen E. Brooks		
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Carson
Mrs. John J. Chickering III		
Mr. Rocco Cichetti		
Ms. Joan Collict		
Albert R. Costa Unitrust		
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Fields
Peter M. Galanti Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Gross		
Johnsen Family Fund

Mr. Thomas C. Kahler
Mr. Ralph T. Lilore, Esq.		
Mr. Al P. Maneki		
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Manus
The David Mathey Trust		
Ms. Margaret J. McLean		
Mr. and Mrs. Hervey J. Mobus, Jr.
NJ State Council Knights of Columbus
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
Past Matrons Assn. 35th District
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff P. Payne
Mr. and Mrs. John Pehlivanian

Mrs. Elizabeth Peyton
Ms. Eileen D. Riebe		
Mr. and Ms. Bruce A. Ryno
Mr. Robert E. Simpson		
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Small		
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Smith
Mr. William H. Spreen, Jr.		
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Talty		
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Tarshish
Estate of Ms. Ethel Tolen
Joan A. Welsh
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph B. White

Thomas Higgins
Mrs. Marilyn Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Eric K. Johnsen
Johnsen Family Fund
Mr. Thomas C. Kahler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Kelley III
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Koltiska
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Koza
Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Kupfer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Larkin
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent LoIacono
Mr. and Mrs. Davidson C. Lu
Mr. Gregory M. Makowski
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mangan, CPA
Mr. Richard F. McCann
Ms. Margaret J. McLean
Mr. Richard J. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Michaels
Mr. and Mrs. A. Perry Morgan, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Frank F. Mountcastle, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Nerhus
Ms. Helen B. Olsen
Torry & Cynthia Olsen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Paolino

Mr. and Mrs. Mel Park
Mr. and Mrs. John Pehlivanian
Mrs. Lucille Petti-Goldblatt
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Z. Rabinowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Raffel
Mr. and Mrs. Winton Ramsay
Mr. and Mrs. Erling W. Reinertsen
Ms. Eileen D. Riebe
Mr. and Mrs. James Rose
Mrs. and Mr. Marie Simonsen
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Skove
Ms. Marie Smyth
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Sommerville
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Soto
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Soto
Carol L. Stocks
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Teisen
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Tonnesen
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Weber
Mr. Mark Weber
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Weeks
Mrs. Robert J. Wilson

AMIB Year End Appeal
Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Amodio
Dr. and Mrs. Douglas N. Benson
Alice Berg
Bey Lea Dairy
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Bistany
Mr. Andrew Burak
Angela Caputo
Frederick J. Carbone
Amelia J. CardoSaulnier, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Carson
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Connell
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick L. Connin
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford T. Cowen
Dr. Madeleine Q. Ewing
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth H. Fields
Mr. David S. FitzMaurice
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Gillespie
Cantors Daniel Green
Mr. John L. Gutbrod
Kimball Halsey
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O. Hanson
Mr. John Haydu
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Healey
Mr. and Mrs. Sean C. Healey

Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind is qualified by the IRS to receive contributions which are deductible for federal income tax
purposes. This charitable organization is registered with the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey. Information may be obtained by
calling 973-504-6215. Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Endowment Fund, Inc.
Anonymous Donor
Facebook Donor
Mr. & Mrs. Don L. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. David Pachter
PayPal Giving Fund
James Tietjen

AMIB In Memory of…
In Memory of Daniel J. McCarthy
Jeanne Burgermeister
Ms. Denise McIlroy
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Small
In Memory of Austin & Clara Helle
Mr. Peter Levine

AMIB In Honor Of...
In Honor of John McLoughlin’s 85th
Birthday
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Gillespie
In Honor of Paul Martucci’s Birthday
Sally Corcoran
In Honor of Andrea Helle’s 60th Birthday
Mrs. Robert J. Wilson

In Memory of John Malcolm
Gorsky Family Trust
In Memory of Ruth Segen
The Langer Family Foundation
Joseph A. Morrone
In Memory of Polly Wilson
Ms. Joan Collict

In Honor of Andrea Helle
The Astrid Pedersen Revocable Trust

In Memory of Betsy Foer
Mrs. Muriel Martucci

In Honor of Marge McLean
Ms. Rae Ann Wessel
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Rubacky

In Memory of Louis Weber
C. Spencer Smith

An expression of gratitude to our dedicated AMIB staff:

Gratitude

Be grateful for the kindly friends that walk along your way;
Be grateful for the skies of blue that smile from day to day;
Be grateful for the health you own, the work you find to do,
For round about you there are those less fortunate than you.

Be grateful for the growing trees, the roses soon to bloom,
The tenderness of kindly hearts that shared your days of gloom;
Be grateful for the morning dew, the grass beneath your feet,
The soft caresses of your babes and all their laughter sweet.
Acquire the grateful habit, learn to see how blest you are,
How much there is to gladden life, how little life to mar!
And what if rain shall fall today and you with grief are sad;
Be grateful that you can recall the joys that you have had.

				

Expenses Year Ending 2019

Program & Services.............88%
General & Administrative.... 11%
Fundraising............................1%

Edgar A. Guest

Revenue Year Ending 2019

Fee for Service.....................91%
Government Grants............... 6%
Private Contributions.............2%
lnvestments/Other..................1%
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Highlights
of 2019
 MIB opened its 14th group
A
home in the Shrewsbury
section of Tinton Falls, NJ,
now houses two men and
two women with visual
impairments, physical and
developmental disabilities,
and successfully completed
our Monmouth III Project.
Two Group Home Project
2020 Initiated:

Two ranch homes were
purchased that will be
renovated in 2020 to make
them handicapped accessible
and barrier free:
In early March, 2019, AMIB
purchased a house on a lot
slightly less than ½ acres in
the Bramblewood section of
Brick Township, NJ which
will become our 15th group
home.
In the Fall, 2019, we
purchased a 4-bedroom,
2-bath ranch on a slab in the
Northern Section of Howell
Township, NJ which will
become our 16th group home.
AMIB Annual Holiday
Party Awards:

Beth Smith received the Sister
Mary Byrnes Caregiver of the
Year Award for 2019.
Jodi Rudo received the 2019
Cochran Award in recognition
of her self-advocacy,
community integration and
independence.

AMIB, Inc.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAI D
Boyertown, PA
Permit No. 10005

35 Beaverson Boulevard - STE 13
Brick NJ 08723-7812
732-262-0082
Visit us on the web at
www.amib.net
AMIB BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Kenneth P. Carson...........................President
Lillian Johnsen....................... Vice President
Sean Healey................................... Treasurer
Colleen Healey................................Secretary
Janet Wilson Alternative;
Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.; Edward Gillespie;
Gerard Malcolm, Muriel Martucci
AMIB ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD
Jerry Perez, CPA.............................President
Edward M. Gillespie...................... Treasurer
Charles Paolino...............................Secretary
Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.; Michael K. Carson;
Jennifer Gottlieb; Robert Pearson;
Beverley Parry Robinson;
Melissa A. Terranova, Esq.

Our Mission is to promote
community integration and participation
of people who are blind or visually impaired
and have multiple disabilities by providing
opportunities for community living,
training and support.

T

wo homes purchased by AMIB last year are currently under
construction to make them handicap accessible and barrier free
to become our 15th and 16th group homes. One is located In
Howell, NJ (Monmouth County), and the other is in Brick, NJ (Ocean
County). Gifts made to AMIB through this newsletter will be deeply
appreciated and put toward renovations of these two homes.
If you would like to make a stock gift to this project, please call
732-262-0082 to be directed to person who will call you back with
process details.

