
A fter almost 40 years of living with AMIB, Susan had a set-
back last summer.  She aspirated at breakfast and began 
choking.  Bits of food had gotten into her lungs and 

in addition to being a hazard for breathing, a situation like that 
can cause an upper respiratory infection.  Susan was immediately 
rushed to the hospital.  Not long after being admitted to the 
hospital she was diagnosed at risk for continual choking and 
aspiration and underwent surgery to be fed by a gastrointestinal 
tube or ‘G-tube’. 71-year-old Susan began rehabilitation and 
recovery in a nursing home.  As recovery progressed AMIB staff 
relayed she would call out down the hallway as they were leaving 
from their visits. She was naming staff and friends from her 
group home and was confused, saying she wanted to “go home”.  
Determined to make it happen, the AMIB team began working 
with nursing home staff and doctors to figure out the nursing 
supports required in the group home to meet Susan’s G-tube 
feeding needs. 

Working around the clock, staff coordinated the feeding times 
with the doctor and monitored caloric intake.  Taking care of 
the G-tube site is also extremely important. The surgical site on 
the skin by the wall of the stomach needs constant monitoring 
to prevent infection.  Staff were confident they could provide 
the quality care Susan needed and handled the transition of her 
coming home seamlessly.  She progressed from needing 24/7 
constant feeding to where she could tolerate intermittent Bolus 
feedings, done every 3-4 hours. Within two weeks of Susan 
returning to her group home, Kerrie, Residential Specialist, 
noticed a change in her attitude.  “She was more upbeat,” said 
Kerrie, “…and has enjoyed talking to her sister on the phone 
weekly.”  

She also always loved musicals and was back to singing again 
as well as playing the piano. Bing Crosby had been her favorite 
since a young age and with her birthday near Christmas, this 
past holiday season was an especially happy time for her.  Susan 
experienced the joy of singing and being home, surrounded by 
friends and staff she feels are family.  You see, Susan didn’t live 
with AMIB for 40 years all alone…she’s shared her life with 

Barbara, Artie and Andrea – friends who also have lived in the 
same home together with AMIB since 1982.  Staff of AMIB are 
pleased to continue the quality care in new ways which allow 
individuals living in our homes to age in place.

Susan is the second individual with a G-tube we were able to 
bring back to AMIB in 2021. State licensing regulations mandate 
that oversight and feeding for individuals with a G-tube be done 
by registered nurses and licensed practical nurses, which AMIB 
had to recruit and retain. It is with the help of your donations that 
AMIB is able to secure the necessary additional nursing services 
to bring individuals served back to their homes, surrounded by 
staff and friends who love them. 
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AMIB Brings Susan Home for The Holidays

AMIB’s 17th & 18th Homes Purchased

Two homes were recently purchased in Brick, NJ, to make for AMIB’s 17th and 18th group homes once renovated.  These 
homes will be converted into handicap accessible and barrier free group homes for blind/visually impaired individuals who 
may be neurodiverse or have coexisting disabilities.   Part of AMIB’s 10-year Plan in order to meet the overwhelming demand 

from this population here in NJ, the purchases complete yet another milestone for AMIB; bringing us nearer to our goal of serving 
90 individuals in need of a permanent home in a safe and loving environment. Follow our social media for the latest progress on 
these homes.

Susan with Santa last Christmas.



It is a new 
year and a 
new Spring. I 
hope this finds 
you well. In 
reflection, at 
AMIB we are 
fortunate to not 

have had any major incidents with the 
Omicron variant, and we still remain 
conscious taking protective measures 
to keep our individuals and staff as safe 
as possible. 

In reflection, I am thankful for our 
staff, who have stayed committed to 
the individuals we’ve served during this 
‘great resignation’ workforce shortage.  
Month over month, Managers and 
Residential Specialists have adapted to 
the ongoing challenges placed before 
them while providing the level of care 
AMIB families know and expect. The 
Administration staff has worn many 
hats to fill temporary open roles and 
play new roles to meet the Covid 
oversight and testing requirements for 
healthcare workers. 

This past year we have opened 
two more group homes to assist 
individuals and families. We have also 
purchased two additional homes in 
Ocean County to further our mission 
of serving New Jersey’s blind and 
developmentally disabled population. 

Lastly, in reflection, we mourn the loss 
and celebrate the life of our AMIB 
President, Kenny.  Kenny - we miss 
you and are thankful for all you have 
done for the organization throughout 
the years.

– Aaron Soto

The Legacy Society
We wish to acknowledge and thank  

the following who have become 
members of The Legacy Society  

through a bequest or planned gift:
Janet Andruss*
David R. Bixel*
Elaine O. Behr*

Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.
Mary J. Carson*

Phil Cochran*
Albert R. Costa*

Joseph “Pat” Donohue*
Patricia A. Donohue*

Viola Ellison*
Peter & Mildred Galanti*

Richard F. Harries & Carol J. Harries
Austin* & Clara* Helle

Lillian Johnsen
Betty Wold Johnson*

The Keith Wold Johnson  
Charitable Trust

Robert Wood Johnson 1962 
Charitable Trust

Kellogg Endowment Fund
Anthony J. Kokoll, Jr.
Harold W. Korradi*

Mary Katherine Lightner*
George H. Love*

Lorraine McA. Love*
Muriel Martucci
David Mathey*

Daniel J. McCarthy*
Patricia McKinley

William McKinley, III
Margaret J. McLean

Vera Monaghan*
Ann Pambello*

Wilma A. Power*
Edna Thorsen*
Polly Wilson*

* deceased

From the Executive Director

Kenneth P. Carson
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Giftback.com: Another Way to Give Back 
Are you looking for a birthday, get-well, thank you, house warming, or new baby gift to send to a friend, family member, employer or 
employee? Then consider going to Giftback.com. The site offers a wealth of items—from fresh flowers to fruit baskets to engraved 

items and electronics. And better yet, after you have chosen your gift, you can select the Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind 
as the charity of your choice,and Giftback will donate 10 percent of the purchase price to us.

In loving memory and with 
sadness deeper than words 
can depict, we recognize the 
work of AMIB President 
Kenneth P. Carson.  His love 
for his Aunt Mary Carol 
and for all of the individuals 
served by our organization 
was evident in his dedication 
to the mission of AMIB.  We 
are forever grateful for him as 
an individual and for his time 
served as president of the 
board with AMIB. 

In Loving Memory



The ladies living at one of AMIB’s Freehold homes 
have slowly been able to ween off some of their 
medications for good during the last 12-18 

months with extremely positive results.  Ethel, Manager at 
our Freehold home, helped us to gain more insight about how 
medication-reduction transpired for one particular individual 
named Annette.  Annette came to AMIB from an institution 
in Vineland where she had lived for about 30 years.  She had 
never even been in a vehicle prior to moving to AMIB and was 
scared. A giant teddy bear was brought to the AMIB van so 
that she could feel safe each time she traveled. Many of those 
years at the institution, Annette lived on a medication for some 
behaviors as described by a doctor.

After about six months of working with Annette and taking 
daily observations, AMIB’s Manager became curious as to why 
the individual needed so much of this particular medication 
(prescribed for several times a day). “I noticed she wasn’t 
interested in eating much at all - only oatmeal.  She seemed 
to have lost nearly all of her hair and was constantly scratching 
at her arms,” said Ethel.  Having worked as a liaison between 

an institution in South Jersey and a different organization’s 
group home for many years, Ethel was familiar with those so-
called behaviors.  She was well-aware how Annette’s prescribed 
medication tended to enhance the types of side effects she had 
observed with Annette and that they may not be psych-related. 
Ethel decided to consult with the doctor.

When it was explained the dosage of medications were needed to 
mitigate behaviors, the manager communicated her observations 
of Annette back to the doctor.  Maybe the term behaviors are a bit 
far-reaching, thought Ethel.  She began advocating for Annette.  
She showed how the described behaviors seemed to be more 
reactionary as opposed to psychiatric and noted that some of 
the additional behaviors described were currently nonexistent.  

Fortunately, a couple of the residential specialists in Ethel’s home 
have been with AMIB for many years. Together they continued 
to advocate for Annette.  Over time, with her persistence in 
documentation and ability to keep in constant contact with the 
doctor, Ethel was able to assist in getting Annette to a happier 
and healthier lifestyle.  She was slowly weaned to a very low-
dose of the medication, which she currently only takes once in 
the evening.  Her hair has grown back nice, she has an appetite 
and eats much healthier now while her scratching has been 
drastically reduced.  The individual who had once never been 
in a car, is currently living her best life and her teddy bear is still 
being used today!
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Association for the Multiple Impaired Blind is qualified by the IRS to receive contributions which are deductible for federal income tax 
purposes. This charitable organization is registered with the Attorney General of the State of New Jersey. Information may be obtained 
by calling 973-504-6215. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Individual-Centered Care Improves the Quality of Life  
for One Woman Living With AMIB

Direct Care staff, Beverly, with Manager Ethel.

Manager Ethel with teddy bear used to comfort 
individuals on van rides. 
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In gratitude we recognize 2021 donors...

Amazon Smile
Anonymous FaceBook (Meta Platforms, Inc.) 

via Network for Good
Ms. Alice Berg
Mr and Mrs. Harry Bernstein
Bey Lea Dairy
Mr. Thomas Bonn
T. Blauvelt Memorial Trust 
Mr. Frederick J. Carbone
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Carson
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Connin
Rita Corcoran
Ms. Sally Corcoran
Ms. Alison Cosham
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Falknor
Mr. Robert Fedison
Mr. Kenneth H. Fields
Mr. and Mrs. John Gross
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick O. Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Healey

Mr. and Mrs. Eric K. Johnsen
Dr. and Mrs. Ryan A. Jones
Mr. Thomas C. Kahler
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Kelley, III
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Kelly
Dr. and Mrs. J Patrick Kelty 
Knights of Colombus # 8415
Mr. Anthony Kokoll
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A. Koltiska
Mr. Jeffrey Krehbiel
Mr. and Mrs. David Langer
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Larkin
Lavelle Fund for the Blind
Mr. Peter Levine 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mangan, CPA
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Manus
Ms. Nancy Marano
Ms. Mary McCarthy
Ms. Margaret J. McLean
Mr. and Mrs. J. Hervey Mobus, Jr.

Mrs. Carol F. Moran
NJ State Council Knights of Columbus
Pampered Chef
Mr. and Mrs. John Pehlivanian
The Peter R. & Cynthia K. Kellogg Foundation
Mrs. Elizabeth Peyton
Mr. and Mrs. Winton Ramsay
Mr. and Mrs. Erling W. Reinertsen
Mr. James Rose
Mr. and Ms. Bruce A. Ryno
Mr. and Mrs. Per Simonsen 
Mr. Robert E. Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Soto
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Soto
Mr. and Mrs. George Spina
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Tarshish 
The Charles Lamanna Charitable Trust
The Johnson Family Fund
The Peter M. Galanti Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Weeks

AMIB Annual Fund

Ms. Janet Wilson Alternative
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Bistany
Mr. Thomas L. Bonn
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Brandi
Ms. Melissa Briggs
Mr. Andrew Burak
Georgia H. Burke Trust
Amelia J. CardoSaulnier, M.D.
Ms. Clara F. Chernes
Mrs. Christine Chickering
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Clement
Ms. Rita Corcoran
Mr. and Mrs. Angelo Dominioni
Mrs. Marilyn Donker
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Falknor
Mr. and Mrs. David Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Gillespie 
Cantors Daniel and Ruth Green
Mr. and Mrs. Colleen Healey

Mr. and Mrs. Sean C. Healey
Mrs. Marilyn Jacobson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Kelley III
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Killackey 
Mr. and Mrs. Winston Lord
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Maher
Mr. Richard F. McCann
Ms. Margaret J. McLean
Mr. Richard J. Meyer 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Michaels
Ms. Elisabeth H. Morgan 
Dr. and Mrs. Frank F. Mountcastle, Jr.
Mr. Raymond Nerhus
Mr. William T. Olsen
Ms. Marilyn Palmer
Ms. Beverly Parry
Mrs. Lucille Petti-Goldblatt
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rabinowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Lorraine Raffel
Dr. Carol A. Rahter
Father Richard G. Rento
Mr. and Ms. Bruce A. Ryno
Mrs. and Mr. Marie Simonsen
Mr. Robert E. Simpson
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Skove
Ms. Marie Smyth
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Sommerville
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Tarshish
Mr. and Mrs. Janet Teisen
The Johnsen Family Fund
Mr. Mark Weber 
Mrs. Nathalie Weber
Mrs. Joan A. Welsh
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph B. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wilson

AMIB Year End Appeal

In gratitude we recognize 2021 donors to the AMIB Annual Fund and Year-End Appeal and the AMIB 
Endowment Fund, Inc. All of you have helped to make a difference in what we have been able to accomplish 
in our group homes and in the lives of our residents.

Allene Reuss Memorial Trust
The William G. & Helen C.  

Hoffman Foundation

Bradford T. Blauvelt Memorial Trust
Manasquan Bank
Mr. G. Michael Ruscio

Mr. Ralph DeMarco
Mr. William Collopy

AMIB Building Fund
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AMIB In Honor Of...
In Honor of Andrea Helle
Mr. and Mrs. Marie Simonsen
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Sommerville
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wilson

In Honor of Barbara Pambello
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Michaels

In Honor of Paul Martucci
John Gutbrod & Carol Hoffman
Marilyn Palmer

In Honor of Mr. & Mrs. Sean Healey
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth P. Carson

In Honor of Charles Paolino
Mr. Jeffrey W. Kist

AMIB In Memory of…
In Memory of Philip & Susan Caputo
Angela Caputo

In Memory of Louis Weber
C. Spencer Smith

In Memory of John Malcom
Gorsky Family Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Malcolm

In Memory of Darlene Venezia
Mr. and Mrs. Don L. Jones

In Memory of Austin & Clara Helle
Mr. and Mrs. David Justnes
David Matthiesen & Astrid Pedersen
Mr. and Mrs. James Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Wilson

Endowment Fund, Inc.
Anonymous FaceBook (Meta Platforms Inc.) 

via Network for Good
The Johnsen Family Fund
David Pachter Charitable Fund
JPMorgan Chase’s Good Works Employee 

Giving Program

Blessing Bowls
Megan Dzwonkowski
Mrs. Colleen Healey
Ms. Elizabeth Hilliard
Melanie Meverle
Mr. Andrew Rusin
Joan A. Welsh

Naming Opportunities
LR & CW Jones, Inc.
Auto Master Systems, Inc.
Cheryl A. & Don L. Jones Rev. Living Trust

Expenses Year Ending 2021

Direct Care Services ....................................................... 75%

Housing Services ............................................................ 16%

G&A ................................................................................ 8%

Fundraising ...................................................................... 1%

Revenue Year Ending 2021

Fee For Service ...............................................................95%
Private Contributions ....................................................1.7%
Capital Grants ...............................................................1.5%
Government Grants ......................................................1.3%
Investment/Other  ........................................................0.5%

Special thanks to Allene Reuss 
Memorial Trust for their generous 
grant to cover the cost of the 
generators for our 15th & 16th 
group homes.

Follow us on social media and get 
organizational updates in real-time.  
Here’s how to find us:
Facebook: @amibnj
Twitter: @amib_nj
Instagram: @amib_nj
Linkedin: @amibnj_nj

Add your name or a loved ones 
name to the AMIB legacy.  Naming 
opportunities are offered at various 
levels and properties.  With AMIB’s 
two newly purchased homes, now is 
the perfect time to show you care 
by considering one of our options.  
Call the office and ask for Nicole 
Lewis at: 732.262.0082 or go to
www.amib.net/support-amib/ 
for more info.



– 6 –

1 3

65

1.  Direct care staff, Nicole, dances with Greg 
from AMIB’s North Dover home.

2.  Direct care staff Maria, works with heart 
while creating art with Mary Blair at our 
Lanoka Harbor Group Home.

3.  Juan from our Howell home, wishing peace 
for all during a picnic in the park.

4.  Gary, from our group home in Pine Beach, 
enjoys a tactile Easter egg hunt.

5.  Jenny and Jonathan enjoying a walk at the 
boardwalk.

6.  Tim, from our Tinton Falls Group home 
with his mom at AMIB’s Project Blessing 
Bowls event in Asbury Park.

4

2

Your Support Makes a Difference!
As we advance our growth here in the heart of NJ in order to serve more individuals in-need, we will again renovate and retrofit 
two new homes with sensory design in-mind. Upon completion of group homes #17 and #18, AMIB will serve even more 
individuals from this population, aligning housing and long-term support services with natural and community supports, 
while delivering a holistic experience for each individual served.  By returning the enclosed envelope, you can help turn these 
‘houses into homes’ for eight individuals who are blind/visually impaired and living with complex physical disabilities, through 
a donation this spring.  



2021 Cochran Awardee
“I love the 
independence that 
I have gained. I can 
do my own laundry, 
strip and remake 
my bed,  shower 
and brush my teeth 
- all on my own,” 
said Matthew, 2021 
recipient of AMIB’s 
Cochran Award. 
Matthew took a 
little time to adjust 
in the beginning of 
move-in because he 
had lost his mom 
and lived with her 
for most of his life. 
He came to AMIB 

with a sighted cane but no longer needs the tool to navigate 
through his group home.  He is the award recipient because he 
has become a great advocate for himself during his nearly five 
years residing with AMIB.  

For instance, he recently formed an alliance with iCanConnect. 
With help from The Commission for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired, AMIB  staff arranged for his appointments and 
meetings, which were required in order to determine his 
eligibility. AMIB staff ensured Matthew took classes with 
iCanConnect on how to use electronics as well.  As a result, he 
now has a cell phone and iPad so that he can use for voice overs 
due to his visual impairment.  Equally commendable is that 
Matthew now does his laundry with the help of “Bump Dots.” 
The dots allow for tactile marking and Matthew is now able to 
just feel for the knobs (you may have seen our video of this on 
social media).  During the last couple of years, Matthew alerts 
staff more of his likes, dislikes, and preferences - which AMIB 
encourages of all individuals.  “He lets us know when he’d like to 
go for a walk, listen to music or socialize with staff and his peers 
while drinking coffee,” said Manager Jennifer, “It’s been great to 
see him flourish.” 
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Sister Mary Byrnes Caregiver 
of the Year 2021 Awarded

Laura Bisbee received the Sister Mary Burns Caregiver of the Year 
award for 2021.  Presented annually, the recognition is given to 
a staff member demonstrating the most outstanding devotion 
in caregiving and was inspired by the beatitudes of Sister Mary 
Byrnes, former director of St. Joseph’s School for the Blind in 
Jersey City and partner in the founding and growth of AMIB. 
Ms. Bisbee was awarded based on her great strides in her role as 
a relief manager at our Fairfield Group Home during this past 
year as well as being a part of the AMIB team as a whole.  She 
took on increasing responsibilities learning how to cook, track 
medications and manage shifts independently. 

Showing initiative in the manager’s absence was a main reason 
for Laura being recognized. During the last year she has worked 
toward resolving medication issues for the individuals on her own 
when possible. Her development of effective communication 
skills with staff has enabled her to successfully train subs or 
new hires. In addition, Laura takes initiative when bringing 
individuals to activities and medical appointments. 

Offering valuable opinions and suggestions, she has become 
very involved with day to day operations and even helped out at 
multiple AMIB group homes during the last year when needed.  
Her positive attitude and ability to go above and beyond with any 
task assigned to her, contributed to her receiving this recognition.  
Feedback from her various managers over time has also been 
extremely positive.

Today, Laura truly enjoys making meals for our individuals and 
can even be found baking with them!  She has become extremely 
flexible with her schedule and will go to the home early or stay 
late when needed.  Though this year continued to be slightly 
challenging, Laura faces each challenge head-on and we are 
honored to recognize her as an invaluable member of the team. 
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Kenneth P. Carson ..........................President
Lillian Johnsen ...................... Vice President
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Gerard Malcolm, Muriel Martucci
AMIB ENDOWMENT FUND BOARD
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Edward M. Gillespie ..................... Treasurer
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Kenneth J. Carson, Jr.; Michael K. Carson;
Robert Pearson;Beverley Parry Robinson;

Melissa A. Terranova, Esq.

Our Mission is to promote
community integration and participation

of people who are blind or visually impaired 
and have multiple disabilities by providing

opportunities for community living,
training and support.
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The youth who attended AMIB’s Project Blessing Bowls had a blast creating 
clay art for some of the individuals living in our group homes.  Over the 
Moon Art Studio in Asbury Park hosted the event, while Summer Deaver 

led the youth through two clay-making sessions. A couple of individuals who live 
with AMIB joined in the fun too! Parents of the youth were educated as well and got 
to hear from a resident of AMIB’s mom. She described how different our homes are 
compared to other group homes she had visited prior to choosing this one for her son.  
“AMIB’s homes are renovated to be handicap accessible and barrier-free for blind/
visually impaired,” she explained to the crowd.  The youth learned that a healthy 
community includes diversity and representation from people of all backgrounds.  The 
bowls will be gifted after a brief exhibition at one of AMIB’s group homes.

Project Blessing Bowls a Success


